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SUBJ: U.S. FORCE REDUCTIONS IN THAILAND: NOVEMBER 11 
MEETING WITH CHATCHAI 

REE: (A) STATE 265537 

(B) STATE 265541 

(C) BANGKOK 23079 

1. AMBASSADOR MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI 
CHUNHAWAN AETERNOON NOVEMBER 1 1 TO CONTINUE DIS- 
CUSSION OF U.S. FORCE WITHDRAWALS. AMBASSADOR WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY DCM, POMILCOUNS, ACTING COMUSMACTHAI, 
MACT J-3, AND DOD/SRT. SUPPORTING CHATCHAI ON THAI 

SIDE WERE MFA DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
KOSON AND AMERICAN DESK CHIEF WORAPHUT, SUPREME 
COMMAND CHIEF OF STAFF, GENERAL CHAROEN PONGPANICH; 
SENIOR MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES OF THREE ARMED 
SERVICES AND DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE, 

SOMPONG PRACHUAPMO. 

2. TIMETABLE. CHATCHAI OPENED MEETING BY 
ANNOUNCING THAT PURPOSE WAS TO DISCUSS WITHDRAWAL 
OF U.S. FORCES FROM THAILAND BY THE RTG'S MARCH 20 
DEADLINE. HE ASKED FOR WITHDRAWAL SCHEDULE, WHICH 
AMBASSADOR PRESENTED (SEPTEL). IN PRESENTING 
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SCHEDULE, AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT AS DISCUSSED AT 
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EARLIER MEETING, IT WAS UNDERSTOOD THAT COMBAT 
EORCES WOULD BE WITHDRAWN BY BASE CLOSURE DATES 
CONTAINED IN SCHEDULE, BUT THAT SOME U.S. MILITARY 
PERSONNEL WOULD REMAIN ON TO COMPLETE RETROGRADE 
OPERATIONS. CHATCHAI AGREED TO THIS. 

3. EXCESS MATERIAL. CHATCHAI NEXT RAISED QUESTION 

OE TURN-OVER TO RTG OF U.S. SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT AT BASES, 

AND AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED STANDARD PROCEDURE 
INVOLVING U.S. SCREENING OE ITEMS FOLLOWED BY OEEER 
OE SURPLUS TO THAI. HE SUGGESTED THAT PAST PROCEDURE 
CONTINUE TO BE EOLLOWED AND CHATCHAI AGREED. 

4. UTAPAO. NOTING ABSENCE OF UTAPAO FROM WITHDRAWAL 
SCHEDULE, CHATCHAI ASKED WHAT COULD BE SAID TO PRESS 
ON THIS SUBJECT. AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED THAT ARRANGE- 
MENTS SHOULD EIRST BE WORKED OUT CONCERNING PORTION 
OP UTAPAO THAT U.S. WISHES TO RETAIN, WITH ANNOUNCE- 
MENT TO BE TAILORED ACCORDINGLY. CHATCHAI ACCEPTED 
THIS. ALTHOUGH CHATCHAI DID NOT PRESS TO DISCUSS DETAILS OP 
U.S. RESIDUAL UTAPAO PRESENCE AT TODAY'S MEETING, HE 
SUBSEQUENTLY PHILOSOPHIZED ABOUT ITS PUTURE. HE SAID IT 
WAS IMPORTANT THAT AT LEAST ONE U.S. BASE BE CONVERTED TO 
CIVILIAN USE, WHETHER UTAPAO OR KORAT. (IT WAS CLEAR THROUGHOUT 
MEETING THAT ROYAL THAI AIR PORCE HAS ALREADY STAKED 

ITS CLAIM TO KORAT AS AN AIRBASE.) SINCE AMBASSADOR 
HAD EXPLAINED THAT IT WAS INCONVENIENT AND COSTLY 
TO HOUSE AT SAMAE SAN THOSE U.S. RESIDUAL ELEMENTS 
THAT WOULD BE STATIONED AT UTAPAO, CHATCHAI SAID, 

IT WAS ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT TO CAMOUFLAGE THEM 
BY GIVING UTAPAO AS CIVILIAN AN APPEARANCE AS 
POSSIBLE. HE EXPECTED UTAPAO TO BECOME AN INTER- 
NATIONAL AIRPORT AND HOPED TO ATTRACT A U.S. COMPANY 
TO CARRY OUT COMMERCIAL AIRCRAPT MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, 

AND SERVICING; HE SAID HE WANTED U.S. GOVERNMENT 
MORAL SUPPORT POR SUCH A PROJECT. THE AMBASSADOR 
EXPLAINED THAT U.S. AIRLINES WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO 
MAKE USE OP SUCH A PACILITY, SINCE THEY CARRIED OUT 
THEIR MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR IN THE U.S. HE FELT 
SURE THAT IP MAINTENANCE WORK COULD BE FOUND AND IF 
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A U.S. COMPANY WISHED TO ENTER INTO SUCH ARRANGEMENTS 
WITH RTG, USG WOULD GIVE THE PROJECT ITS BLESSING. 

5. RAMASUN. AMBASSADOR ASKED CHATCHAI IF HE 
WISHED TO DISCUSS RAMASUN, BUT HE DECLINED TO DO 
SO, SAYING IT WOULD BE DEALTH WITH AT SUBSEQUENT 
MEETING. (DURING BREAK, THAI DIRECTOR OP CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE SOMPONG TOLD DOD/SRT THAT MEETING ON 
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RAMASUN WOULD BE HELD NEXT WEEK WITH PRIME 
MINISTER.) 

6. FOR REASONS THAT ARE UNCLEAR TO US, CHATCHAI 
OBVIOUSLY WISHED TO CONFINE TODAY'S DISCUSSION TO 
FOREGOING TOPICS. MEETING DID, HOWEVER, PROVIDE 
OPPORTUNITY TO NAIL DOWN WITHDRAWAL SCHEDULE AND 
RETROGRADE FORCE, AND TO DISPOSE OF SAMAE SAN 
CANTONMENT ISSUE. 

WHITEHOUSE 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES. 
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